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What We’ll Cover 
• What is Faststone & What it is NOT
 Interface Overview
 Downloading Pictures from Camera Card 
 Suggested File Structure for Photographs
 Save the original files – Work on Duplicates only
 The Faststone Views (Browser, Windowed, Full Screen)
 File types / Histograms / Tagging images etc.
 Reading the metadata (info), Comparing images 
 Resizing & renaming the images,  
 Editing 

 Red Eye correction (what causes it & how to fix it)
 Straighten / Crop the photo
 Adjusting the exposure 
 Adding jpg notes

 Making a stand-alone slide show 
 It is not a replacement for Photoshop and/or LightRoom

May fill all 
digital photo 
needs of 
many people
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An Image Browser, Converter, and editor for the Point and shoot folks
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Download Free (for home use)
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Download Free (for home use)



What is it (& IS NOT)
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● Not a replacement for Photo shop caliber editor

● Not a replacement for Lightroom

● It is an excellent tool for looking at your photos and
making minor “post-production” adjustments 

● ● It will read “RAW” images (Explorer will not)



A suggested File Structure 
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● By YEAR_# MONTH_DAY (01,02….31) etc.

Suggest a subfolder for photo edits  

Don’t edit your original files

UNLESS YOU ARE POSITIVE
YOU WILL NEVER NEED THE 
ORIGINALS AGAIN !



Download via Card Reader 
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● Downloading directly from camera isn’t suggested
- USE A Card Reader  

If you want to Download from Camera 
- Install camera’s device driver of 

your computer

- Camera must be turned on and 
attached to computer

Remember
- Loss of camera power during 

transfer could result in lost photos.
Save / Archive card  or Reformat in Camera 



Three Primary Views  
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Browser View



Three Primary Views  
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Windowed View



Three Primary Views  
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Full Screen View



Some Essential Understanding
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- Image Properties = data about data 

- Histogram

- Pixel Size / ratio

- Color: Hue  - Saturation     Value (Brightness)

- Noise / Grain 

- Pixel Size / ratio

- File Types



File Types /size
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Explorer Won’t Read Raw Files
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FastStone will read RAW files 



Image File types 
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●

Some downloaded photos from my camera 

Note File size
CR2 (RAW) vs JPG



Common Display Resolutions 

HDTV 1920 x 1080 pixels

WQXGA 1920 x 1200 pixels

XGA 1024 x 768

SXGA+ 1400 x 1050

4:3

4:3

16:10

16:9

Video Display 



Pixel Size / Ratio for Computer Screen 
 OK for most Computer monitors: 1024 x 768
 For  WEB: 800x600 often recommended
 For digital projector:

1024 x 768 (XGA)   $
1280  x 800 (WXGA)  $$
1400 x 1050 (SXGA+)  $$$ (Hatachi CPSX 635)
1920 x 1200 (WUXGA)   $$$$

Monitor pxls  & 
usage

 Faststone > tools >batch resize > advanced options 

Source: Wikipedia
2560  1600 

mp

2.3

1

4

1.47mp

0.78mp
1.02mp

2.3mp
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Image Properties 
EXIF Metadata Histogram JPG comments   
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Image Properties 
EXIF Metadata  Histogram JPG comments   



• Each pixel in the image can have a brightness 
Value ranging from 0 to 255 (bit depth of 8)

– The computer scans through the brightness values and counts 
how are many at each of the levels 

Understanding Histogram (1)
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http://www.cambridgeincolour.com/tutorials/histograms1.htm



21

Image Capture (Dynamic Range) 
A Simplified Understanding 

Consider an imaginary scene that might contain tones from the blackest black to the bright white 
- For this example consider only several dozen  levels of brightness 

- We make a graph by stacking pixels of the same intensity level in the scene 

Our eyes can discern perhaps 
this range  of dark to bright

A camera sensor may only 
capture this range of intensity

But is selectable 

“Blown Out
No detail 

Software can not recover blown out highlights!!!



• Spreading out the data may improve the picture 
ave a brightness Value ranging from 0 to 255 (bit 
depth of 8)

– The computer scans through the brightness values and counts 
how are many at each of the levels 

Understanding Histogram (2)
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Color Components



Color Components
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Color Adjustments (1)



Color Adjustments (2)
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Look Closely at Noise
As Shot RAW (.CR2) File  - not adjusted  ZOOM In on As Shot RAW (.CR2) File  - not adjusted  

Camera Adjusted (.jpg) File   Zoom In  on Camera adjusted (.jpg) File



Download via Card Reader 
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● Downloading directly from camera isn’t suggested
- USE A Card Reader  

If you want to Download from Camera 
- Install camera’s device driver of 

your computer

- Camera must be turned on and 
attached to computer

Remember
- Loss of camera power during 

transfer could result in lost photos.
Save / Archive card  or Reformat in Camera 



We’ll use the FastStone
application for the 

rest of the presentation

Dan Feighery
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