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Music Is Important to me

| began collecting records in 1963, roughly
when the Beatles hit the US airwaves

| studied piano, clarinet, oboe
and guitar in grades 2-12

| was a DJ on FM station WUVA at the
University of Virginia in the late 70s

| ran a DJ service in the DC area for 14 years



Music Purchases

 Prior to the pandemic, | bought many used music CDs at CD
CELLAR in Falls Church VA.

 As you can guess, a lot of hands browsed those music CDs
before the pandemic was recognized.

d In October 2020, | reverted to buying a few songs on iTunes.



Problems | experienced
with Imunes 12.10 for Windows

d The credit card number | had used on iITunes was expired and
| no longer used it.

| had hit the ceiling of personal computers authorized to use
my iTunes account. Who knew there was a celling?

[ The recent versions of iTunes enable users to convert most but
not all iTunes M4A format song files to MP3 format. iTunes
must be reconfigured to do that.



Workarounds exist

(d None of the workarounds are intuitive.

d Workarounds for the first two issues, the expired credit card
and the authorized PC ceiling (5 computers), require signing
In to iTunes using your Apple ID and password.



Sign In to the ITunes Store

 Start iTunes and pull down the Account menu.

d In the menu, select Sign In...
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Sign In to the Tunes Store
d The Sign in dialog box opens.

O Enter your Apple ID and password, and click the Sign In
button.

T pod
. J— Sign In to the iTunes Store
| If you have an Apple ID and password, enter them here. If you've used the iTunes
J i Store or iCloud, for example, you have an Apple |D.
Apple 1D |-—"_5-_5-:'5 ]
Password: | Possward

Forgot Apple 1D or password?

Create Mew Apple ID Cance




Overcome the 5 Authorized
Computer celling

Four of the five computers | had authorized over the past
several years were retired or junked without first de-authorizing
those computers.

At the various times | retired or junked computers, I did not
know a ceiling existed.

It is easy to de-authorize iTunes on any computer you are
about to retire or junk.

How easy, you ask?



Deauthorize a current computer

STEP 1. In iTunes, pull down o
pls Help
the Account menu and select . John Krout orYou Browse  Radio [
AUthOrizationS_ jkrout75@yahoo.com
View My Account...
A sub-menu appears. e B Authorze This Computer..
_ Sign Out Deauthorize This Computer.
STEP 2. Select Deauthorize Apple Music > | Dewaone Auible Recoum
this Computer... Wish List
Purchased

Check for Available Downloads...

STEP 3. iTunes will ask you to
enter your Apple ID and
Password again

Redeem...




PART 1.
The 5-computer celling
workaround



Deauthorize all 5 computers

 This is the workaround when you have hit the ceiling
and wish to add a newer computer.

J This mass de-authorization I1s not as drastic as it
sounds.

1 This mass deauthorization is NOT done through
the Authorizations sub-menu.



Deauthorize all 5 computers

STEP 1. In iTunes, sign in if you » — — (4

have not already done so. i o S e )
STEP 2. Pull down the Account

jkrout75@yahoo.com

View My Accoun ... >

menu and select View My e »
Account--- Apple Music 5
Wish List
Purchased

Check for &vailable Downloads...

Redeem...




Deauthorize all 5 computers

The Account Info screen opens in iTunes

Account Information

Apple ID Summary

STEP 3. Click the
Deauthorize All
button.

STEP 4. iTunes will
ask again for

Your Apple ID and
Password.



Deauthorize all 5 computers

 Of course, when you deauthorize all computers, that includes
the computer you use to accomplish that deauthorization!

1 It is easy to re-authorize that computer.
d How easy, you ask?

d Gee | am glad you asked! 4 steps, and one illustration!



Authorize a current computer
STEP 1. In iTunes, sign in and pull

down the Account menu. i QG
STEP 2. Select vols Help
- - ~ John Krout or You rowse adio -

AUthorlzatlonS _ jkrout?5@yahoo.com e ° e
View My Account...

STEP 3. In the sub-menu, Sthoratons :

select Authorize this Sign Out DesiomeE T Computer..

co m p ute r- . Apple Music 3 Deauthorize Audible Account
Wish List ‘

STEP 4. iTunes will again Purchased

aSk for your Apple ID and ;h:ckfmﬁwallahle Downloads...

Password.



PART 2.
The expired credit card
workaround



Replace your expired credit card

g —_— | @
STEP 1. In iTunes, sign in if View  Contrals =
you have not already done so. Music  $ John Krout Fo

Jkrout?5@yahoo.com

<‘u‘in.=-_w My Accnunt:>

Authonzations l'*

STEP 2. Pull down the
Account menu and select
View My Account...

Sign Out

Apple Music >
Wish List

Purchased

Check for &vailable Downloads...

Redeem...




Replace your expired credit card

The Account Info screen opens in iTunes

Account Information

STEP 3. Click
Bk Sursinany the Manage

Jkrout75@yahoo.com t at appleid.apple.cor P |. k
ayments link.
MasterCard ssee ssee seee 1019
Jof out Edit
5 d Road
608

703) 2988767




Replace your expired credit card

The Manage Payments dialog appears
In iITunes.

Manage Payments e STEP 4. Click

—— the EDIT
a MesterC button.

This is your default payment method

You can use multiple payment methods with your Apple ID. Learn whicl

B o . Add Payment
payment methods are available in your country or region.




Replace your expired credit card

Edit Payment Information

The Edit Payment Info
screen opens in iTunes.

STEP 5. To remove a card
number you no longer use,
click the Remove Payment
Method button.

STEP 6. iTunes will again ask
for your Apple ID and
Password.

Fayrment Method

Murnber

Billing Address g

MasterCard

Afington

703

\;’irginia ]

( Remowve Fayment Method )




Remove the expired card
BEFORE adding a new card

This sequence is mandatory. You cannot add a new card so long
as your sole existing card is expired.



Adding a new card

The Manage Payments screen changes to show no existing credit
card.

STEP 7. Click the Add Payment button.

Manage Payments u

You can use multiple payment methods with your Apple 1D, Learn which
He pay . YOUT APP Qdd F’ayment)
payment methods are available in your country or region.

0 Back




Adding a new credit card

STEP 8. In the Edit Payment Info ayment Information
screen, enter the card number,
expiration month and year and
Security Code in the circled fields.

STEP 9. Scroll to the bottom of >
the screen and click the

DONE button (not shown here).

MasterCard

STEP 10. iTunes will again ask for yr— ]
your Apple ID and Password. - ]




If, Instead, you are still using
that old credit card, and that
card has a new expiration date...



Update your expired credi_t card
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STEP 1. In iTunes, sign in if View  Contrals =
you have not already done so. Music  $ John Krout Fo

Jkrout?5@yahoo.com

<‘u‘in.=-_w My Accnunt:>

Authonzations l'*

STEP 2. Pull down the
Account menu and select
View My Account...

Sign Out

Apple Music >
Wish List

Purchased

Check for &vailable Downloads...

Redeem...




Update your expired credit card

The Account Info screen opens in iTunes

Account Information

STEP 3. Click
Bk Sursinany the Manage

Jkrout75@yahoo.com t at appleid.apple.cor P |. k
ayments link.
MasterCard ssee ssee seee 1019
Jof out Edit
5 d Road
608

703) 2988767




Update your expired credit card

The Manage Payments dialog appears
In iITunes.

Manage Payments e STEP 4. Click

—— the EDIT
a MesterC button.

This is your default payment method

You can use multiple payment methods with your Apple ID. Learn whicl

B o . Add Payment
payment methods are available in your country or region.




Update your expired credit card

STEP 5. In the Edit Payment Info
screen, enter the updated
expiration month and year and

Security Code in the circled fields.

STEP 6. Scroll to the bottom of
the screen and click the
DONE button (not shown here).

STEP 7. iTunes will again ask for
your Apple ID and Password.

ayment Information

MasterCard

< >
ME33 John Krout
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PART 3.
Converting iIiTunes M4A song files
to MP3 format



| replaced my iIPhone 5 with an
Android phone

d At the time, Google Play Music played MP3 format
song files.

d | converted my 1500+ audio CD tracks to MP3 format.

d | had already purchased about 40 iTunes songs, all in
the standard M4A format.

d | wanted to convert those purchases to MP3 format.



Converting M4A song files

d iTunes 12.4 can be configured to convert M4A songs
In bulk to MP3 format.

 iTunes will do so for songs purchased from the iTunes
store If the purchased songs are iTunes Plus.

 All songs on iTunes since roughly 2009 are iTunes
Plus.

 1Tunes will convert M4A songs from other sources
such as your audio CD library.



Configure ITunes to convert to MP3
STEP 1. Open the iTunes EDIT menu

and select Preferences.
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Undo
Redo
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] Copy
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Paste
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STEP 2. In the
General
Preferences
dialog window,
click on Import
Settings.
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Configure ITunes to convert to MP3

STEP 3. In the Import
Settings dialog window,

click on the down-arrowhead to
display the menu of available
Import Formats. Select MP3
Encoder.

STEP 4. Click OK to exit each
dialog window.

Import Using:

Setting:

=) Import Settings

MP3 Encoder 0

AAC Encoder
AIFF Encoder

pple Lossless Encoder
MP3 Encoder

WAV Encoder ), joint sterea,

[ ] Use emor comection when reading Audio CDs

Use this option i wou experience problams with the auwdio
quality from Audio CDs. This may reduce the speed of

imipoating,

Mote: Thess settings do not 2pphy to songs downloaded

from the Munes Store,

OK

Cancel




Use ITunes to convert to | MP3

STEP 1. In iTunes, select
songs that you wish to

convert from M4A to MP3.

STEP 2. Pull down the
ITunes File menu and
select Convert.

STEP 3. In the sub-menu,
select Create MP3
Version.
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Edit Rules
Close Window

Add File to Library...
Add Folder to Library...

Burn Playlist to Disc...
Library

Devices

Home Sharing

Open Stream...

Subscribe to Podcast..,

Show in Windows Explorer

Convert

Page Setup...
Print...

Exit
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Use ITunes to convert to MP3

When done, each selected M4A song will be followed
by an MP3 song with the same name. All are listed In

your ITunes song library.

Away In A Manger 3:23 Mannheim Steamroller Christmas Extracrdinaire MNew Age

Faeries (From ‘The Mutcracker') 2:30 Mannheim Steamroller Christmas Extracrdinaire Mew Age

Do You Hear What | Hear ==+ 3 Mannheim Steamroller Chnstmas Exdtraordinaire

Do You Hear What | Hear 4:07 Mannheim Steamroller Christmas Extracrdinaire Mew Age

The First Moel === Mannheim Steamroller Christmas Extracrdinaire

The First Moel 2:29 Mannheim Steamroller Christmas Extracrdinaire Mew Age
Silver Bells === 28 Mannheim Steamroller Christmas Extracrdinaire

Silver Bells 4:29  Mannheim Steamroller Christmas Extracrdinaire Mew Age
Fum, Fum, Fum 4:52 Mannheim Steamroller Christmas Extracrdinaire MNew Age
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Some further nuances

My iTunes M4A collection is on drive E.

Converted MP3 files are recorded to Drive C Music iTunes
Media by default.

| found no way to change that default.

If iITunes refuses to convert an M4A song, try using the free
Audacity software to do the conversion.






